
REARSBY PARISH COUNCIL        

Minutes of a full Council meeting held on Thursday 6th April 2023 at 7.30 pm in Rearsby Village Hall
Public Forum
No comments were made.
Present  
                                            Councillor M Cooke – Chair
                                            Councillor Byrne – Vice Chair
                                            Councillor K Wills

In Attendance                    Sue Norledge – Clerk   
                                            Borough/County Councillor Poland
                                                                                                                                             23/26 Apologies for absence and declarations of interest
Apologies for absence were received  from Councillor Stone and Councillor Kagure Brown These apologies were accepted.

23/27 To confirm minutes of meetings held on Thursday 2nd March 2023
The minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 2nd March were agreed as a true and accurate record of the meeting and were signed by the Chair.
23/28 Progress on outstanding items
a)Progress on essential items of repair and maintenance

· The Clerk had written to LCC regarding the property on Melton Road that had built out onto the highways verge.  The PC had expressed their concern that if this was allowed, it could set a precedent for other properties.  Therefore, the PC objected to this work and any subsequent licence to allow it.
· Burnt Oak had visited the property bordering the children’s play park as they were concerned that branches were growing into their garden.  The ash branches had already been cut back and it was agreed to lay the adjacent hedge at a cost of £400 as the overgrown branches from this appeared to be the problem.
· The Clerk was to chase up the delivery of the seat swings for the children’s play area.
b) To report any new items of essential repair and maintenance and agree action to be taken
· The Clerk was to check with Richard Metcalfe if the electricity box on the village green should be locked, following its use for the Christmas lights.
c) Any updates from Rearsby Social Committee
The group had circulated details of forthcoming events over the next few months.  These included Easter activities, Kings Coronation in the village hall and a village show in September.

d) Mobile vehicle activated sign location and recording update. Including new MVAS
The Clerk had ordered a new battery from Westcotec, for use with the existing MVAS.  The Clerk would chase up LCC regarding the licence for the new MVAS.
Paul Matts had kindly offered to change the battery.
e)  Progress on arrangements for election of 4th May 2023
Unfortunately, only 2 nominations had been received by CBC for the new Parish Council.  This meant that the new Parish Council would not be quorate.  CBC would arrange a date for a new election within 35 days of the May 4th election.
In the meantime, this left the village with no Parish Council until the new election had taken place.  It was agreed to hold an additional meeting on Tuesday 2nd May of the existing Parish Council to consider the Annual Return, payments and any scheme of delegation to the Clerk that may be necessary.
f) Progress on unregistered land off Mill Road
This issue was still being progressed by Charnwood Borough Council.
g) Progress on potential sources of grant aid
There was nothing further to report and it was agreed to remove this from the agenda.
h) Progress on discussions around disabled access for the village hall playing fields
This would need to be held in abeyance until the new Parish Council was in place.
i)Progress on looking at joint working on large scale planning applications in the area
Matin Field was to report back to the June meeting.  The Clerk would let him know that there may be some delay in holding the June meeting.
j) Progress on defibrillator training

This was to be held on May 11th between 6-7 pm in the Village Hall.  This needed to be advertised on Rearsby Village Life and the village website.
k) Progress on request for a meeting with the Environment Agency

The Flood Warden and the Clerk had held a productive meeting with 3 representatives of the EA on Monday 3rd April.  The main points in the meeting were;-
· It was acknowledged that the growth of the weeds did not lead to additional flooding.  The main contributors to the flooding in Rearsby were problems in waters flowing into the River Wreake further down stream and the 7 arch bridge which slows the water flow down.

· They agreed to undertake some works further downstream and also around the first bridge after the 7 arch bridge which may improve the water flow.

· They were happy with the principle of villagers undertaking some clearance of the weeds in areas of the brook.  They were to double check that this did not require a permit.

· The flood warden mentioned that he thought maybe ‘pennywort’ was present in the brook.  If this appeared again, he would notify them as they are required
to remove this.

· They explained that the reason that the area around the 7 arch bridge became full of weeds/grass was due to the restricted water flow from the 7 arch bridge.
g) Progress on discussions around the Kings Coronation

The Clerk had purchased some bunting for the village sign.  It was agreed that this would be put up on the weekend of 29th April.  Volunteers were needed to help, and Councillor Cooke would put this request in his Chairs report in the Rearsby Scene.
h) Progress on bank signatories. 
The Clerk was waiting for additional information from Councillor Higgins.
23/29Police, County Councillor and Borough Councillors reports
a)County/Borough Councillor Report
Councillor Poland reported that-;
· Residents in Leicester and Leicestershire are being urged to join in a nationwide volunteering project ‘the big help out’ as part of the celebrations for the Coronation of His Majesty the King.

· Loughborough Town Hall has now re opened following the recent fire in the adjacent property.

· The A46 and A6 are currently being given a spring clean to remove the rubbish from the central reservations and verges.

· Councillor Poland thanked the retiring Councillors for their support over the past 4 years.
b) Police Report and crime and safety in Rearsby
No report was made.  
c) Village Warden Report/Heritage Warden report
Councillor Cooke confirmed that the new bird and bat boxes had been put up in the cemetery and conker field.  
It was noted that some thought needs to be given to the spinney in the conker field to make it more accessible.
Tree Warden Report
There was nothing else to add.
Flood Warden report
This had been covered earlier in the meeting.
Nature Warden report
e) Monthly risk assessment and village safety report
No risk assessment had been undertaken this month.
f)  Report back from Village Hall Committee meeting 
No meeting had been held.
g) Any issues from LRALC round robin
There was nothing further to report.
h) Finance (including cheques, balances and budgets)
The balance of the accounts on 31.3.23 wsas £17,099.90
S Norledge - wages and expenses – £376.37
DCK Accounting – payroll - £36.00
LRALC, internal audit/membership - £575.83
Derek Overfield – maintenance £102.08
CBC – bin emptying £1,629.76
The bank reconciliation to 31.3.23 was noted.
23/30New Business
a)To note date for Annual Parish Council meeting and to discuss Annual Parish meeting
Due to the lack of nominations for the new PC, it would not be possible to hold the Annual Parish Council meeting in May.  It was also agreed that no Annual Parish meeting would be organised as there seemed little interest in the village and there will soon be no PC to organise it in May.
23/31 Planning 
23/24Correspondence received that is not covered elsewhere on the agenda.
There was nothing further to report.
23/32Chairman’s report, including article for submission to Rearsby Scene
Councillor Cooke would include the problem with the lack of nominations for the PC and also the forthcoming defibrillator training.
Date and time of next meeting

No date can currently be set.
The meeting closed at 20.21  pm
Signed………………………………………. (Chairman, Rearsby Parish Council)

Dated………………………………………..
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