UK shared property fund
Charnwood Borough Council is appealing for projects to come forward to bid for a slice of a £4 million fund which aims to help the area level-up.  The Council has been allocated the money under the Government’s UK Shared Prosperity Fund (UKSPF) and is developing the Future Charnwood Investment Plan.
 
The UKSPF aims to build pride in places and increase life chances. The Council says its investment plan will support these objectives and help create a better borough for future generations.  Local communities are being urged by the Council to submit proposals by Sunday, June 12. These will be then assessed and a number of projects will be selected and included in the investment plan.  Successful projects will need to clearly set out their objectives and how they will be delivered.
 
This is an amazing opportunity to make Charnwood a better place for local communities and the Council is encouraging residents, groups, communities and organisations to consider making a bid.  There is a fairly tight timetable set by Government so Charnwood is working at pace to put together the investment plan. That means projects need to be a bit beyond the ‘idea’ stage and have some details in place.  A form has been created for people to use as a guide which sets out the information we need at this stage.
  
All councils in the country have been allocated money under the UK Shared Prosperity Fund. The fund aims to enable communities to have pride in the place in which they live and give greater opportunities to residents and communities that in the past have not always been able to benefit from funding programmes. The UKSFP is part of the Government’s levelling-up agenda to boost pay and productivity, innovation and economic growth, improve public services, regenerate town centres, tackle crime and anti-social behaviour, and give greater access to culture.
 
The Council is looking for projects which build on people’s pride in the places they live and create greater opportunities for the next generation of residents, communities and businesses. More information about the how to submit projects to be included in the Future Charnwood Investment Plan is available at www.charnwood.gov.uk/futurecharnwood.
 
A virtual meeting is also being planned for Monday, June 6 at 6pm when Council officers will give an overview of the fund and answer questions. If you are interested in attending, please register your interest by visiting www.charnwood.gov.uk/futurecharnwood.

New Mayor of Charnwood and Chairman of Leicestershire County Council
At the annual meeting of Charnwood Borough Council Cllr Jenni Tillotson was elected Mayor of Charnwood for the civic year 2022/23.  The Mayor is the civic head of the Borough and in addition to chairing council meetings, they attend a huge number of community events across Charnwood each year.  If you wish to invite the Mayor to an event you are holding you can do so online (www.charnwood.gov.uk/contacts/mayorality_service) or by phoning 01509 634 602.  

At the annual meeting of Leicestershire County Council Kevin Feltham CC was elected Chairman for the forthcoming civic year.  The Chairman of the County Council plays a very similar role across Leicestershire that the Mayor does in Charnwood, supporting a wide range of community groups and charities across the County.  If you would like the Chairman of the County Council to visit your group or attend an event you are holding this can be arranged on 0116 305 6002 or by emailing chairman@leics.gov.uk.  

Solar Together scheme launched in Leicestershire 
People could save on energy bills and help cut carbon emissions by investing in solar panels through a new group-buying scheme. Solar Together Leicestershire helps people looking to make an investment in solar panels for their house and battery storage systems for a reduced rate. Residents can register their interest for free and find more information at the Solar Together website: https://solartogether.co.uk/leicestershire/landing

People who register will be entered into an auction, where solar panel suppliers compete by offering the lowest rate for installation. The more people who register, the lower the price can be. Solar Together, run by group buying firm iChoosr, then provides those signed up with a free, no obligation offer from the successful energy supplier.

A personal recommendation will be emailed out with information on the winning solar panel installer, the proposed system, costs, and savings ready for residents to make their choice. Registration closes on Tuesday 14 June with the selection revealed from Monday 4 July onwards.

Blaby District Council is leading on the campaign in partnership with Charnwood Borough Council, Harborough District Council, Hinckley and Bosworth Borough Council, Leicestershire County Council, Melton Borough Council, North West Leicestershire District Council and Oadby and Wigston Borough Council.

Leicestershire County Council has declared a climate emergency and committed to work with others to achieve net zero carbon across the county by 2045 and the scheme is one part of reaching that goal. Big drops in business mileage and energy use mean that Leicestershire County Council has cut its own emissions by almost 75 per cent and is currently on track to become carbon neutral by 2030.
